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SERGEANT RAPSON: A CORNET FOR EASTER?

April 30, 1915

1st Somerset L.I.,

British Expeditionary Force

Dear Vicar 

Many, many thanks for your kind and interesting letter.

Your statement could not have been more true when you said you anticipated some heavy hostilities and that you feared we would have no use for the cornet I asked for, because that very day I wrote you we received orders to “stand to”. So if you have not already purchased that instrument I would ask you not to trouble further. But if you have, of course it will come in very useful when we march through Berlin. Yes, I have been much more fortunate than my many comrades of my platoon, as regards health and “dodging bits of shell and bullets”. But we have suffered little of late compared with others.

So pleased to hear that you secured for Confirmation some men from the Depot. It is just over twelve months since I was one of your honoured candidates, but how things have changed since then! I was exceedingly lucky to hear the Lord Bishop of London preach on Easter Sunday, somewhere in France. I never saw such a congregation in my whole life, hundreds of men in khaki uniform all eager to catch every word of the sermon. I was delighted to enjoy such a privilege. After the service Holy Communion was celebrated.

Trust you are in the best of health, 







I remain, yours, etc.,








R. A. Rapson, Sergeant
Reginald Rapson was born in Taunton in 1891 and joined the army in his late teens. He was in the 1st battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry and trained with them in Portland in 1911.
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