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CAPTAIN LEWIS
Among the many former seamen from whom Cecil Sharp collected songs in the 1900s was Captain Lewis of Minehead.

Robert Lewis was born in 1836 the son of mariner Richard Lewis of Porlock Weir and his wife Ann. He married Jane Williams in the 1850s and established himself as a master mariner as did his brother John. Robert and Jane had a son Robert who spent his early years with his grandparents. Before 1871 Robert, Jane and young Robert moved to Minehead and settled at first in Quay Street. Both father and son were mariners. It may have been the loss of his son that caused Robert to give up the sea but by 1881 he was managing a coalyard and had moved to number 2 Blenheim Cottages where he remained until he died in 1913. He became assistant overseer as well as a coal merchant. 

Not all the 31 songs that he sang for Cecil Sharp were sea songs. His best known song is probably Dashing away with the smoothing iron but others reflect his seagoing years including a version of the Watchet Sailor, Gosport Beach, Admiral Benbow, British Men of War, Spanish Ladies and Greenland Fishery.

Other Minehead men who supplied Cecil Sharp with songs included Captain James Vickery of Quay Street, Robert Pope and William Crockford.
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