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HENRY SMITH’s ships: Providence and sarah 
By the late 19th century Minehead shipping was dominated by two men Thomas Kent Ridler and Henry Pulsford but there were other shipowners like innkeeper Henry Smith who was owner or managing owner of at least two vessels. For most of his adult life Henry kept the Queen’s Head public house opposite the quay with his wife Elizabeth. They had a large family. Henry’s investment in shipping probably encouraged his eldest son John to embark on a seafaring career. Aged only 15 he joined the crew of his father’s ship Providence and was tragically lost with that ship in 1864. The disaster did not deter Henry’s second son and namesake who became a mariner until the decline in trade forced him to find other work in 1911.  Not long after the death of Henry senior the Queen’s Head was demolished.
PROVIDENCE

Built as a cutter in Carmarthen in 1790, Providence moved to Minehead in 1805. Henry Smith acquired the 24-ton ship c.1860 to carry coal and culm from South Wales and general cargoes from Bristol in return for pit wood and potatoes. Sadly on a return trip from Bristol on the 7 August 1864 she was lost and her crew of three from Minehead were drowned. Henry Avis aged 48 had been her master under Smith and left a wife and seven young children. William Moorman 44 had worked alongside him whereas 15-year old John Smith, son of the owner, had only come aboard in June and it was his first ship. 

Another ship of the same name but older was trading in and out of Minehead from 1870-1874.
SARAH

Undeterred by the tragedy of the Providence, later in 1864 Smith acquired the 21-ton Sarah, which like the Providence spent most of her time carrying general cargoes between Bristol and Minehead with occasional trips to and from South Wales, North Devon, Watchet and Porlock with coal, bricks, manure, timber and wheat until the 1870s or later. The opening of the railway probably took away much of her trade.
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