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William Lock, blAcksmith

Blacksmith William Lock lived and worked in Old Market Place, Minehead, now Market Place Lane, not far from the almshouses. He rented his house for £3 10s from Thomas Wheadon the tenant. Wheadon’s rent to the Luttrells was probably £3 so he made 10s from sub-letting. The house consisted of a kitchen, smithy and four chambers so may have been three storeys high. 

William died in 1684 worth not much more than £10. He appears to have still been in business and his house was reasonably well furnished but no rooms are mentioned. As in many houses the beds and their furnishings were the most valuable items. Four wash tubs seems a bit excessive, perhaps his wife was a laundress or more likely they were new and he was putting the hoops on them for sale.
Two flock beds and one small feather bed, three trundle bedsteads and one standing bedstead with the appurtenances

One chest and drawers and four plain chests

Three small tables with frames and one table board without a frame

One old trunk

Five sedge bottom chairs and two turned pine chairs

One form and five joint stools

Two cupboards

Earthenware

Eleven pewter platters, six pewter plates

Six pewter porringers, two pewter chamberpots and three small pewter pots and cups

One pewter flagon, one salt cellar and one basin

Lateen ware

Three brass pots

Three old brass kettles

One small brass pan and four brass candlesticks

One old frying pan

One jack

Two spits, three small forks and a toaster

One rough cast chimney back, a pair of small fire grates and other chimney furniture

One small silver cup

Four washing tubs and two pails

One mortar

Two pair of old smith’s bellows

Two small anvils
Two beak horns
One pair of small brass seals and weights

Two old carpets

Two vices

One sledge, two work hammers, two nail hammers, four pair of tongs, one nail stake, files and other small things belonging to the shop

Wearing apparel

Debts due on the book

Two tablecloths, four diaper and six canvas napkins

.
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