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QUAYTOWN widows
Many widows supported themselves by keeping alehouses, shops and lodging houses especially in Quaytown where ships brought trade. These three probate inventories give a picture of such women’s homes in the 1670s. 
CATHERINE MOGFORD

Catherine Mogford was a widow who died in 1670 leaving a daughter Susanna. She leased a house beyond the quay with a hall buttery, four chambers and a little court. Possibly it had been the family’s home but she had let it to William Harding for 30s a year to increase her income. From her inventory it would appear that she sold butter and possibly made rope. As well as the house she leased two cellars or storehouses with two rooms above and that maybe where she lived. 

Her inventory comprised:

13 butter dishes

2 small kettles and three skillets and two small pots

Bed, bedding and bedstead

One chest and cupboard

Table board and small things thereunto belonging

Hemp worth £2

A table board and two bedsteads

Two cupboards

Wearing apparel

The whole worth £13 11s

DENISE GRIFFITH

Denise Griffith died in 1674 worth only £23 7s 8d but she was the subtenant in a house leased by Elizabeth Baker in Quay Street. The house consisted of a hall, buttery and four chamber but we discover from the inventory that this house was on three floors and two bedrooms were attics. Like many houses at the quay there was no spare ground. It seems she may have kept a lodging house.
Her inventory comprised:

 
Wearing apparel

In the Hall one table board, one form, two cupboards and settle, three coffers, one bacon rack, 13 pewter platters, one pewter candlestick, one flagon, two beakers and salts, one brass candlestick, four brass pots, two brass kettles, one brass skillet, two brass skimmers and one ladle, one pair of grates, one dripping pan, two slats, two pair of tongs, one grid iron, two firepans
In the Buttery or Cellar one feather bed, one feather bolster and five feather pillows and one caddow
 and one half head bedstead
In the Hall Chamber one feather bed, one feather bolster and two feather pillows and one rug, two chests, two chairs, two joint stools, two cushions and one form
In the Cellar Chamber two half head bedsteads two feather beds, three feather bolsters two coverlets and two chests
In the Cockloft  two half head bedsteads one trundle bedstead, two flock beds, three dustbeds, four flock bolsters and one feather bolster, one table leaf, one old cupboard, eight old coverlets and one old carpet
In the Inner Cockloft one half head bedstead, one trundle bedstead, one flock bed and one flock bolster, three coverlets, one table board and frame, one chair and one coffer

Five pair of canvas sheets and three pairs of blankets, three old sheets, three boards cloths, three pillow ties, six table napkins.

Elizabeth Baker herself lived in Higher Town on the ‘right hand’ side of Holloway where she held a house with hall and two other ground-floor rooms, three chambers and a quarter-acre garden planted with trees. She had probably married twice and had a son Henry Sprage.
MARY SCOTT
Mary Scott was one of the children of Robert Hayman merchant who died in 1654. In his will he left her the lease of a house near the quay, probably the one she was occupying in 1668 and at her death. The Haymans were a large family and Mary had at least 22 nephews and nieces. She had obviously been a widow for most of her life. She had two daughters Elizabeth and Mary and also had a young ward Arthur Bond. William Bond was a family friend who died in 1670 leaving his son Arthur to Mary Scott’s guardianship until he came of age. Her administrator or executor was her nephew Thomas Bryant shipowner of Friday Street.
Mary Scott died in 1677 worth £56 5s 8d and was owed £10.  Mary leased a house in Quay Street consisting of a hall, kitchen, buttery and five chambers and a little room adjoining and clearly engaged in some sort of trade. Her house was extremely very well-furnished house and the presence of a pillion and scales as well as debts owed to her suggest she was engaged in trade.

Her inventory comprised:

 
Wearing apparel


Money in the house £6

In the Chamber over the Buttery one feather bed, one bolster, two feather pillows, two flock beds, two flock bolsters, two pillows, two blankets, two coverlets, one trundle bedstead, one form and one joint stool

In the Chamber over the Kitchen one half-headed bedstead, one chest, one form, two coffers, one empty cask, one box and pillion, one basket, one joint stool, a close stool, a beam and scales
In the Middle Chamber one flock bed, one feather bolster, one feather pillow and rug, two blankets, one half headed bedstead with a cord, one livery cupboard, two chairs, one box, one table board and frame, one form, three joint stools, one small trunk, one old coffer, earthenware, one looking glass upon the livery cupboard

In the Chamber over the Parlour one tester bedstead, curtains and valance, one feather bed, two feather pillows, one flock bolster, one rug, a blanket, one livery cupboard, one table board, one frame, four joint stools, one turn with three leather chairs, one cedar chest with a trunk, one other looking glass, six pictures, two carpets, one cupboard cloth, three cushions, six pair of sheets, seven tablecloths, seven pillow drawers, 21 table napkins and towels, a gold signet, a dram dish, two silver spoons, 
[Hall or Kitchen?] 89lb pewter, eight pewter flagons, one quart two pints, one pewter bowl, one small beaker, two salts, one noggin, two pewter candlesticks, one chamberpot, a great flagon, one lateen pasty pan with two candlesticks, also eleven brass candlestick, one pestle and mortar, three skimmers, one brass ladle and a warming pan, three brass pans and chafing dish and one skillet all weighing 72 lb, one brass pot and two posnets,
 one other small brass crock or pot, an old iron pot, two pair of andirons, one grate, five crooks, three pair of tongs, two iron dripping pans, three spits, one smoothing iron one pair of dogs with brass heads, one other pair of tongs and one fire pan with a brass head, two chairs, one pair of bellows and one strobe
In the Parlour one sideboard, three joint stools and one form
Eight brewing tubs and one trough six barrels, two firkins, two stypers,
 one sauch, one tunner,
 three wooden horses

Three quarters of a cwt of lead

Wood and coal

Two barrels of strong beer

One small hog

Three small rings with two necklaces
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�         Type of quilt.


�    Small pans.


�  Props


�   Funnel for filling casks
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