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St Michael’s church, Alcombe
The medieval chapel

St Michael's chapel was recorded c.1357 and 1468 as being next to Lynch, which is at the south-west end of the old village of Alcombe. The chapel foundations were said to have been found when the site was cleared for housing in the 1930s.


In 1498 five inhabitants of Alcombe reported the vicar of Dunster to the bishop for not coming to hear their confessions during the second week of Lent and bring them Easter communion as was customary. He was ordered to hear the confessions of Alcombe pending a hearing.
 The chapel presumably closed at the Dissolution.
St Michael’s chapel of ease

By 1874 the Independent chapel at Grove Place was an Anglican chapel where matins and evensong were celebrated every Sunday and in 1880 the chapel was decorated with frescoes by Kate May.
 Services were briefly discontinued in 1892 and the chapel was stripped of its valuables, a 1573 chalice and a 1713 pewter paten as well as a pocket communion set given in 1891, although the furniture including an oak reredos, desk, lectern and organ remained.
 By 1896 evening services were again held and Holy Communion was celebrated on the 3rd Sunday and 1st Thursday in the month. In 1899 there were two morning services, a children’s service in the afternoon and an evening service and the congregation decided to raise money for a permanent church.
  


St Michael’s church and parish

The foundation stone of the new church was laid in 1902 and by May 1903 a nave and temporary chancel were completed by C. Samson and dedicated. By 1906 there were morning and evening services and celebrations of communion every Sunday, a Sunday school and bible classes for young people. At Easter 1909 there were 122 communicants.
 The church had its own curate who lived at the Parsonage House, a six-bedroomed house in Alcombe, in 1910, a large choir, and branches of the Church army, Mothers Union, scouts and other organizations. In 1920 possibly influenced by disputes in 1917 over the curates' high church celebrations, which the congregation supported, the Alcombe congregation desired separation from Dunster. An Alcombe church council met in the 1930s. In 1925 a chancel was designed by Sampson and Colthurst but was not built until 1937 when a lady chapel was also added. A medieval doorway was incorporated into the porch and an 18th-century pulpit
 and Victorian communion plate installed, all from Dunster church. By 1939 there were four Sunday services and Alcombe had its own priest in charge and salaried organist.
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