A short summary of the history of Croxden Abbey, Staffordshire

The Cistercians of Aunay-sur-Odon in Normandy were granted land in 1176 by Bertram de Verdun for an Abbey.  The Verduns continued to patronise Croxden until the Verdun lordship passed to Thomas de Furnival in the early 14th century.  Members of both families were buried at Croxden.   
Thomas of Woodstock (1178–1229) the first abbot (an Englishman) was elected in 1178 and the following year the monks moved to Croxden.  Woodstock was noted for his building work although it was Walter London  (1242–68) who completed the church and carried out extensive work on the conventual buildings.  William de Houton who followed (1269–74) was notable for erecting the abbot's house. 

The 13th and early 14th centuries seems to have been a time of general prosperity for the abbey, particularly during the period of Abbot Billisdon (1284–93).  Abbot Twyford (1294–97) was said by the Croxden chronicle to have shown great devotion to the Trinity, and it was probably in this period that the chronicle was begun.  It is the chronicle that gives some indication of the size of the community, recording some eighty admissions during Abbot London’s period and twenty five in Abbot Houton's time.  A decline in numbers of admissions is shown for later periods down to fourteen in 1274–84 (the same number for 1284–93) to just two in 1294–7 and nine for 1297–1308.  
The abbey was in poor financial state by 1368 when the Abbot of Garendon and Brother Henry Foky from Aunay were sent to investigate the situation.  As a consequence Abbot Colbeley was deposed and William Gunston elected. In 1369 part of the abbey collapsed.  Rebuilding work was carried out under Abbot Gunston.  Poor finances were also reflected in the small size of the community, reduced to an abbot and six monks in 1377 and 1381. 
Abbot Walton, (fl 1467–1507) engaged in building work and the chronicle describes him as a ‘good abbot’ and a ‘peacemaker’ (concordator). Abbot Shipton, who was appointed in 1519, was described as a man of learning and a benefactor of the poor.  A recovery of some sorts is perhaps reflected in the number of the community which had risen to thirteen by 1538. An account of the abbey's property in 1538-9 gives the gross value for that year as £163 8s. 10d.  In 1539 the site, with a water-mill, lands, and the rectory of Croxden, was leased for 21 years to Francis Bassett. 
This estate and other property were sold by the Crown to Godfrey Foljambe in 1545.   We know that three members of the Foljambe family were imprisoned for recusancy, the site perhaps having been bought out of religious sentiment.  The gate-house chapel may have been retained by the family, it later became the parish church.   Pensions were assigned to all the monks, four still occur as pensioners in 1557-8. One of these, John Stanley, was Vicar of Alton from 1546 until his death in 1569 when he was drawing a pension of £5 13s. 4d.   
In 1595 Godfrey Foljambe sold Croxden to Edward Bellingham, who in 1606 sold the manor to Thomas Harris.  In 1637 the estate went to William Pierrepoint and remained in the family until 1723 when Henry Walker (agent to the earl of Macclesfield) bought it. In 1913 the estate was broken up and sold, piecemeal. 

After the dissolution it is clear that the abbey and precinct were transformed to form a secular residence with landscaping taking place to form parks and gardens.  The field represented on the map of 1722, ‘Coney Greaves’ (to the north of the church) shows clear indications of pillow mounds for the housing of rabbits. Remains of a dovecot are said to be to the west of this part of the precinct, indicating an enclosed post-reformation garden with parkland. The ‘Old Gardens’ appear to the south of the conventual buildings, the layout of the gardens is said to date to the later 16th century with terraces and a wilderness garden down towards the stream. 
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