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Wheal Eliza
The Wheal Maria, later Eliza, on the Barle south-west of Simonsbath, opened as a copper mine in 1845 and by 1846 had a large water wheel and two leats. The main entrance to the mine was stone lined leading to an adit and 300 ft. shaft. In 1851 the mine employed nine miners six of whom lived in the adjoining two-roomed cottage. No other accommodation was provided. The mine produced little copper or iron and closed c. 1857. The remains of the mine buildings and the spoil heap by the river can still be seen. Mining was attempted elsewhere in the parish in the late 1850s and from 1910 to 1914.
 

Wheal Eliza became notorious in 1858 for the only Exmoor murder. William Burgess lived in a cottage in Whitewatercombe with his wife and three children. In 1857 his wife died and he went into lodgings at Galleon house. The two elder children went into service on local farms but Anna was only 7 and stayed with her father sharing a bed with him and another miner. William was a drinker and resented paying 2s 6d for his daughter’s keep when he could use it for drink. He killed her to save the money telling everyone he had sent her to live with relatives in Porlock. The vicar and others were suspicious and sent to look for the girl at Porlock. Burgess fled to South Wales but was brought back. Eventually a witness brought evidence that led the search to Wheal Eliza. The vicar got a mining engineer to pump out the shaft. After several weeks the child’s body was found. Burgess was convicted and sentenced on 20 December 1858 after admitting that he had killed his daughter to avoid paying for her keep. He was hanged on 7 January 1859.

copyright 

All rights, including copyright ©, of the content of this document are owned or controlled by the University of London.   For further information refer to  http://www.englandspastforeveryone.org.uk/Info/Disclaimer
�      Orwin & Sellick, Reclamation of Exmoor Forest, 172—78; J. Hurley, Murder and Mystery on Exmoor (1972 edn), 16—19.





Mary Suirat




Page 1


   
   Exmoor Reference



Mary Suirat




Page 2



   Exmoor Reference


[image: image1.jpg]