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WINSFORD MINES
Morgan Morgans of the Brendon Hills mines opened iron mines on Eisen or Ison Hill in Winsford north-east of the village. The mines were held by the Brendon Hills Iron Ore Company, a subsidiary of the Ebbw Vale Company. The mines produced 7,000 tons a year in the 1860s and in 1863—4 16,187 tons of ore was sold. From 1865 output was included with that of the Brendon Hills mines. Ore was shipped from Minehead Harbour and later taken to Gupworthy station on the Brendons for shipment from Watchet. Cottages, an office, and a powder magazine were built across the Quarme in Exton. Two men killed in the mines in the 1860s were buried in Winsford. Three men from Winsford and two from North Molton worked in the mines in 1871. In addition two iron miners in Exton parish may have worked in the mines. The Eisen mine office was in Exton parish and was occupied by the mine foreman. The ore ran low and was high in phosphorous so work stopped in 1877.


There were several mines, shafts and drifts, which still scar the hill. Poorsland adit is well preserved with a stone-arched opening 5 ft. wide. Water still issues from the opening which runs back W into the hillside. A nearby platform may have supported a building. There are signs of a bridge and causeway which allowed ore to be moved to the road.
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