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Hydro-electricity

The river Barle had for centuries powered machinery. Waterwheels were used for milling, fulling and hammering but by the late 19th century water-powered turbines were producing electricity. In 1890 the Dulverton Improvement Company proposed an electric lighting scheme for Dulverton and the Dulverton Electric Lighting Company was established. By 1906 Dulverton could boast that the town was lit with electric lights. Householders were originally restricted to enough electricity for two light bulbs at a time!

The hydro-electric plant consisted of two vertical shaft turbines located on a weir in the river

near Battleton. In 1930 the company merged with the Exe Valley Electricity Supply Company and was taken over by the national grid in 1938. Hydro-electric power was given up but one turbine was retained as a standby and was used during the Second World War. The plant was dismantled in the 1950s but the weir survives. 
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