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Combe estate
Combe house lies on a small estate in a valley south-west of Dulverton town closer to Brushford although in Dulverton parish. It is possible that Alfred of Combe, bailiff of Dulverton in 1225, came from the estate although Combe is a common name in west Somerset, meaning a steep-sided valley. Combe in Dulverton is unusual in not acquiring a prefix or suffix.
 Although Richard de Turberville, lord of Dulverton, held land there in 1254
 the medieval owners of Combe were probably the Combe family. John Combe was a free tenant of Taunton Priory in 1425—6.
 Joan Combe, presumably heiress to the estate married Edward Sydenham before 1506
 and their son Humphrey Sydenham died in 1580 in possession of the house and lands of Combe, which he held of the Crown following the Dissolution of Taunton Priory.
 The estate then descended in the Sydenham family but they did not add their name to it presumably because the family already held a Combe Sydenham, a substantial estate with a large house in Stogumber parish across the Brendons.
In the 1780s Combe house was described as ‘an old, antiquated pile’
 although much work was carried out in the 18th century. It was normally considered Elizabethan but in the 1880s traces of earlier work were found and it was even suggested vestiges of a drawbridge stood near the bowling green.
 Philip Tilden altered the house in 1926—7 for Col. E.J. Harrison, removing much 19th-century work and enlarging the house.
 However, much 16th-century work survives, itself a reworking of a medieval open-hall house, and some fine 17th-century plasterwork.
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