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the bowes family
The Bowes family, like the Hiltons, were prominent tenants in chief of the bishop of Durham. Whilst its chief seat was at Streatlam, in the lordship of Barnard Castle, the family was also closely associated with Sunderland during the later middle ages, becoming increasingly involved with the developing port in the later 16th century. The ancient manor of Humbledon in Bishopwearmouth parish, was originally held by the Dalden family. The intermarriage of the two Dalden heiresses, Maude de Dalden and Joan Conyers, with members of the Bowes family in the late 14th century resulted in the Bowes’s acquiring the considerable Dalden estates. 
  Joan Conyers continued to hold Humbledon until her death in 1438 whereupon it passed to her son, Sir William Bowes.
 Family charters, together with successive inquisitions post mortem and other records of the Durham Palatine administration, trace the Bowes family’s longstanding tenurial connection with these estates, together with other nearby properties including the fishery in the Wear known as Bowes Water. 
 The manor of Humbledon included the estates of Barnes and Pallion and extended from the south west of Bishopwearmouth westwards to the Tunstall Hills. The inquisition post mortem of Sir William Bowes (d. 1466) notes how, within the manor of ‘Homildon’, there was a messuage called ‘the Barnes’ with a building consisting of a hall, two chambers, a kitchen, two granaries and a dovecote, probably the home of the estate steward. The manor continued to be referred to as ‘Homildon’ in the inquisition post mortem of family members throughout the 15th and 16th centuries. Indeed, as late as 1624, the inquisition post mortem of Ralph Bowes of Barnes noted that the deceased had held Barnes, ‘Hamildon’ and Clowcroft. 
 However, from the mid-16th century the estate was in the hands of Robert Bowes of Aske, a younger son of the Streatlam family. Following Robert’s marriage to his cousin, Anne Bowes, daughter and co- heiress of Robert’s uncle, Sir George (d.1545), the estate became more generally known as Barnes.
  In 1571 Robert Bowes exchanged the manor for various lands in Durham forfeit to the Crown after the Northern Rising of 1569. One of his new acquisitions was nearby Offerton, later the site of the coalmine set up to service his salt making enterprise at Bishopwearmouth Panns. Robert and his son Ralph Bowes, esquire, remained in residence at Barnes, presumably as tenants of the Crown. In 1611, James I granted the manor of Humbledon, with Clowcroft and Grindon, to Thomas Emerson and Richard Cowdell for a crown rent of £83 4s 8d. They then conveyed it back into the hands of Ralph Bowes and it remained in the hands of the Bowes family until c. 1640 when William Haddock acquired it, through his marriage to the Bowes heiress.

� Appendix to the 45th Deputy Keeper’s Report, 183. 


� R. Surtees, History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, 4 vols (1816-40), I, 235, 241; Christine M. Newman, ‘The Bowes of Streatlam, County Durham: A study of the politics and religion of a sixteenth century northern gentry family’, (unpublished  D.Phil. thesis, University of York, 1991), 27-9. 


� See for instance, Appendix to the 44th Deputy Keeper’s Report, 317, 319, 321, 329-31; BL Add. Mss 66324-66326, 66391.


� Appendix to the 44th Deputy Keeper’s Report, 320-1, 327-8, 344


� Surtees History and Antiquities, I, 235.


� Surtees, History and Antiquities, I, 235.
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