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BLACKLAND MINE, WITHYPOOL
The Exford Iron Ore Company worked Blackland in Withypool, also known as Halsgrove, probably under the Ebbw Vale Company, for iron from 1875—1881 and in 1895. In 1875 only 134 tons were raised worth £100. The manager was Richard Gardner Cripps but in 1877 it passed into the control of William Gibbs, major shareholder of the Exford Iron Ore Company. The adits had simple tramways and an incline to a loading bay near the road. In 1878 the mine was worked for iron and iron pyrates but the Exford Company was wound up in 1881. Only one Withypool iron minor was recorded in 1881 and his son was out of work. In 1907 the Withypool Mining Company tried to revive the business by sending ore previously mined and left in heaps to Minehead by traction engine. The company was taken over by the Somerset Mineral syndicate which also managed the mines at Colton in Nettlecombe on the Brendons. work stopped in 1909 and the company went into voluntary liquidation

The Second World War revived interest in iron ore mining. In 1941 Blackland was explored, but the quality was poor and attempts at mining were given up in the latter the accessible ore was exhausted.
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