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ASHWICK, DULVERTON 

Ashwick Farm

Ashwick lies in the north-west of Dulverton parish, at the head of a steep combe containing a tributary of the river Barle. Ashwick farm was the home of the Vicary family in 1841. John and his wife Elizabeth had two small children, two female servants, four resident labourers and two other people living in the house. The farm covered 300 acres in 1851 and employed eight labourers of whom only one lived in. They had then only one female servant. They had lost their eldest son but had two children born since 1851. Their two visitors included a young dressmaker who had lived with them in 1841. By 1891 Ashwick was farmed by the three bachelor Giles brothers. Two young nieces kept house for them. 

Ashwick House

Ashwick House was built by Heber Mardon c. 1905. Heber was born in South Molton c. 1841 and presumably felt the urge to return to Exmoor in his retirement although he had moved to Bristol as a boy. He was a wholesale stationer and printer in Bristol having succeeded his father in Mardon, Son, and Hall. In 1901 he had a house on Clifton Downs with his wife and two sons one of whom worked with his father as works under manager. The other was in the Indian civil service. The new house at Ashwick was not a particularly attractive house but was designed for comfort with eight bedrooms, five servants’ rooms, a billiard room, lighting, heating, sanitary fittings and speaking tubes. Mardon bought the neighbouring farms of Ashwick, which was occupied by his bailiff, Mounsey and Slade. He also bought or rented extensive shooting and fishing rights.

When the estate was offered for sale in 1921 it covered 774 acres.  It later came into the hands of Yorkshire businessman and huntsman Frank Green. An eccentric autocrat who was reputed to own three Rolls Royces and many horses, he took a passionate interest in the Exmoor pony and maintained the Winsford hill herd. His great great niece Rose Wallace succeeded him.
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