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English Translation

The names of the various non-Englishborn householders in St Michael’s Parish

Henry Smith and his wife

Patrick More

Nicholas Went, tailor

Geoffrey Sligo

Dennis Lokier and his wife

Henry Lokier, Dutchman

Matthew Shipman and his wife

Thomas Prendergast, smith, and his wife

Richard Lokier and his wife

Roger Tyler and his wife

In 1440 Parliament voted through the first Alien Subsidy, a flat rate tax on those aliens residing in England; ‘alien’ was defined as those born outside the king of England’s allegiance. The returns to this grant were made in 1440 and 1441, and list the aliens by name (if male) and by parish, distinguishing between householders and non-householders. Alien subsidies continued to be granted until the 1480s, but that of 1440 was the only one to include Irish residents, despite the fact that the King claimed lordship over Ireland. The anomaly was rectified in subsequent grants, but the 1440 returns provide rare evidence from which some estimate of England’s Irish population can be made. As you can see from this extract, however, the returns for Bristol do not usually specify the country of origin of those taxed: here, we are only given this information for Henry Lokier ‘Ducheman’, but even in this instance, ‘Duche’ meant anyone from lands speaking a Germanic language, so Henry could have come from what is now the Netherlands, Belgium (Flanders) or Germany. We can hazard a guess that Geoffrey Sligo came from Sligo in Ireland, but apart from him the rest of the names in this extract have to be checked against other evidence, where that exists, to discover their origin. The bulk of the 1440/1 alien subsidy payers have English-sounding names, which may be because they were Anglo-Irish of one form or another; the number of identifiable Gaelic names is very small. Notice also that married women are not named, but subsumed into their husband’s identity. The returns also provide some evidence for the occupations of those taxed: there is a tailor and a smith in this extract.
