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Hylton ferry 

Hylton ferry carried horses, cattle and conveyances, connecting the township of Ford on the south bank with that of Hylton, whence a very old road, possibly of Roman origin, led north to Newcastle.
 That the Scottish cavalry forded the Wear at Hylton to reach Sunderland in 1644,
 presumably using the medieval causeway described in the 19th century, suggests that the 14th-c. ferry had ceased or was insufficient, while the ford was still serviceable.
 In fact Taylor Potts in 1892 recalled as a child having seen cattle and horses and carts ford the river at Hylton at low tide.
 A ferry was revived in about 1659 by the manor of Hylton, which paid a tithe to the bishop.
 Hylton ferry boat was a recognised placename in 1661, when a son of John Reed of that place was baptised at Bishopwearmouth,
 and the 17th-c. ferry appears to have followed the same route as its medieval antecedent.
 It was sometimes known, rather confusingly once Sunderland harbour had acquired more than one ferry, as the high ferry boat, distinguishing it from that nearer the mouth of the river,
 and perhaps a further indicator that only one ferry then crossed the harbour. 

The causeway at Hylton – accounts suggest that it was partly removed to ease the passage of keels in the early 19th century, with further demolition in about 1865 – formed ‘a substantial dam’ several feet above the river bed, and had perhaps been protected on the lower side by a parapet or rail.
 The Wear here is tidal, and though relatively narrow is deep and fast-flowing, perils with which the ferry also had to contend. A rope was therefore used to stop the ferry being swept downstream on a falling tide, though it was suggested in the early 18th century that the rope was deliberately used as a kind of toll bar by the Hilton family and their long-term ferry operator, Henry Dobson. Certainly the rope caused danger and inconvenience to river traffic, and it seems that after the legal dispute of 1711-13 it was raised so that it no longer obstructed the river.
 Later the ferry, a flat-bottomed boat, was operated by a chain on the river bed and hand-turned windlass, until about 1915 when it appears to have reverted to rowing boats.

Several roads converged upon Hylton ferry by the 1740s.
 With the break up of the Hiltons’ estate in 1750 the ferry was sold along with Wood House farm and ‘the Ferry-boat farm’ in the manor of Ford;
 the Hylton ferry was later, in 1799, offered for sale separately.
 The Hylton ferry estate, including land on both sides of the river, was sold again in 1816. The ferry then ran from a ship yard on the south bank to a track on the north leading north-eastwards through woods towards the Newcastle road.
 Proposals to build a bridge at Hylton in 1817 did not come to fruition,
 and dozens of workmen still depended on the ferry in 1957, when it was suddenly withdrawn from service. Its owner, James Beveridge of Wood House farm, was unable to evict a former boatman from the run-down riverside cottage tied to the job, and the new ferryman could not work enough to support himself while living elsewhere.
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