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18th-c. Freemasons in Sunderland

These lists of 18th-century Sunderland Freemasons were transcribed by a volunteer, John Bilton. The originals are held in the Library and Museum of Freemasonry in London: http://www.ugle.org.uk/


In the absence of a corporation or much else in the way of formal local government, freemasons played an active and constructive role in the life of 18th-c. Sunderland. The lodges extended mutual aid and education to members and their families who had fallen on hard times, which perhaps explains why so many seafarers, in the most precarious of occupations, chose to join. They engaged in other charitable work, and acted as a point of contact for the many visitors to the port who were masons – whether soldiers garrisoned in the town, or visiting seamen from other east coast ports and the continent, including Norway, the Baltic and the Netherlands. In 1811, one lodge, St John’s, actually borrowed money to buy a member’s freedom after kidnap by the press gang. Perhaps the most impressive and surprising achievement of the Sunderland masons, though, was the construction of the first Wearmouth bridge in 1793-6. This scheme was pushed through parliament, designed, built and its financing organised by the Phoenix and Palatine (then called Sea Captains’) lodges, led by the County Durham MP and leading mason Rowland Burdon of Castle Eden.

Our research on the Sunderland masons and the building of the bridge is currently underway. These lists of 18th-c. masons have a wider use, though, providing a valuable source on occupations of a large contingent of the town’s male population. Analysed alongside other documents, they are a means of better understanding networks within the commercial life and government of 18th-c. Sunderland.

Note on the transcripts: where there are blanks, it indicates a gap in information in the original. Where names and occupations are difficult to read, a question mark shows areas of uncertainty.


The Sunderland Lodges: 
Phoenix Lodge:

Previously called King George’s Lodge, constituted 1755.

T.O Todd, The History of the Phoenix Lodge No. 94, Sunderland, of Free and Accepted Masons ... from the Consecration, 1755, to the 150th Anniversary, 1905 (1906)

Palatine Lodge:
Established in 1757 as the Sea Captains’ Lodge, and renamed Palatine Lodge in 1830.

R.W.E. Dixon, A Brief History of the Palatine Lodge no 97, Sunderland (1927)
J.D. Bellett, The 200th anniversary festival of Palatine Lodge, no. 97 (1957)

Lodge of Harmony
Constituted in 1774, met at Monkwearmouth Shore, and was erased in 1790.


St John’s Lodge
Formed in 1805 by members of a military Knight of Malta Lodge when the 2nd regiment of Royal Lancashire Militia was stationed in Sunderland. St John’s was warranted by the Antients Grand Lodge of England before the Grand Lodges amalgamated in 1813.
http://www.stjohns80.org.uk/
W. Waples, A Revised History of St John's Lodge No 80 A.F. and A.M. (1965)

St. Paul's Lodge
Established in 1812 in Monkwearmouth and, like St John’s, warranted
by the Antients Grand Lodge. St Paul’s Lodge was erased in 1828.


Further reading:
John Hamill, History of English Freemasonry (1994) 
R. Needham, Freemasonry in Durham during the Eighteenth Century (1997)
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